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This is an iron sword and
sheath from the Celtic culture. The
name “Celtic” was a term applied to
the ‘barbarian’ tribes of Europe that
constantly threatened the more civiDealer/Collector Services
562 Lakeland Plaza #353
lized Mediterranean world. MemCumming, GA 30041
bers of various Celtic tribes likely
USA
never referred to themselves by any
www.pricelesspast.com
name other than their tribal name and probably never even considered
themselves part of a larger European culture.
Celtic culture is divided into two main archaeological periods.
Each named after the geographical site where characteristic burials
were first located. The earliest is the Halstatt period named after a find
in Austria. The first artifacts from the Halstatt Celts were found on the
shores of Lake Halstatt in 1846. The Hallstatt era is divided into four
phases: A, B, C, and D, by modern day archaeologists. Generally
speaking, Hallstatt A and B correspond to the late Bronze Age, circa
1200-800 B.C.E.; Hallstatt C refers to the very early Iron age, c. 800600 B.C.E.; and Hallstatt D ranges from c. 600-500 B.C.E.
The La Tène culture evolved during the fifth century B.C. and is
named for a site on Lake Neuchatel in Switzerland where the first evidence of a unique art-style, usually represented in the metal-work, was
discovered. The era in which the La Tène culture flourished begins
around 500 B.C.E. and ends, on the European continent at least, around
50 B.C.E.
This particular sword is very wide and long and is fused inside of
its original sheath or scabbard. The handle would have been made of
organic material, probably wood, which is now missing. There is an attachment point on the scabbard that is still intact. The guard is of the
classic Celtic sine wave configuration.
This sword likely dates to the late La Tène period because
swords made prior to the second century B.C. were narrower than this
specimen and had longer, sharper points.
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Measurements
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Total weight 1301 grams
Total length (line A)
94.5 cm
Scabbard length (line B)
77.5 cm
Tang length (line C)
14.1 cm
Guard width (line D)
6.1 cm
Scabbard width (line E)
5.7 cm
Scabbard slide width
(line F)
1.7 cm
*The rectangular shaped
tang is 0.8 cm thick at the
guard. The guard is 1.7 cm
thick in the center and the
diameter of the tang button
is 0.4 cm.
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Additional Photographs
These are close-up photographs of the
guard area. The left photo shows the rear
where the sword would attach to a waist chain.
The right photo shows the front of the sword.
Note the linear decorations on the guard.

Tang button
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Additional Photographs
Photographs showing the decorated
guard, a side view of the guard and a side view
of the scabbard slide.
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Analysis:
Authentication Report
Analysis of this piece consisted of visual and microscopic. Authentication of ancient
iron can be difficult because oxidation can be
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ily.
However, as you can see in the micrographs below, different stages of oxidation are
visible, represented by the different colors
ranging from reddish brown to black. Also
visible within the oxidation are traces of minerals that likely leeched in from the
surrounding soil over the period of a very long term burial. This is a key indicator
common in ancient iron.

Left: Micrograph
from the scabbard
showing minerals
imbedded in the oxidation. Magnification
is 45X.

Right: Micrograph of
the surface of the tang
where oxidation is
causing layers of
metal to peel. Magnification is 45X.
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Map and Conclusion

Page __6__ of __6__

Conclusion: After careful study of this sword in its entirety, it is our opinion that
it is authentic as described.

__________________________________________
Authorized signature Richard A. Nable owner/operator of Priceless Past Authentications

____________
Date

All the information contained in this document is true and accurate to the best of
my knowledge.
Neither the person filing this report as indicated by the above, authorized signature nor Priceless Past as an entity shall assume any liability for a decision or decisions based in whole or in part
upon the information contained within this report. Should any of the information contained in this report later be deemed inaccurate, Priceless Past will correct the report, create an addendum
or refund the price of the report to the original purchaser at the sole discretion of Priceless Past. No other liability is expressed or implied.

